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Six months! It’s hard for us 

to believe that we have 

been in Togo for this long. 

The time has not been 

easy, as we have suffered 

through pretty strong culture shock. But, echoing the words of a long-

time missionary who shared his experience, we can thankfully say that we 

are still standing. 

Part of our adjustment is praying and seeing how God will be using us in 

this place. Visiting all of the churches and asking questions has helped us 

see the current needs of the churches more clearly. A recurring theme has 

been more biblical and ministry training. We will need to provide 

teaching, mentoring, and modeling in order to help the church leaders 

get to where they need to go. Thankfully, many missionaries have walked 

this path before and I am asking them “beaucoup des questions.”  

One curriculum that looks promising is called “Train and Multiply.” It is a 

series of booklets on basic Christian topics that one can teach to an 

individual or small group. Many missionaries in West African have used this 

curriculum and speak highly of it. Please be in prayer as we evaluate this 

material and consider its use. 

 

 

 



 

 

N’djei Blessing 

 “I know I may not look like what you expected, 

 

But if you remember, this is right where I said I would be. 

 

You found Me.” 

 

–Steven Curtis Chapman, What Now 

 

“He who has seen Me has seen the Father…” 

 

John 14:9 

 

I (Beth) found God this morning in the village of N’Djei.

 
A typical church building in Kabiyeland 

 



 

 

Last fall, our team of missionaries set a goal to worship with each Kabiye 

church we are working with before the end of the year.  This morning 

began Round Two of church visits, and we returned to the village of N’Djei, 

the first church our family visited after our arrival in Togo in September.  

It felt good to see familiar faces, to be able to recognize people from our 

first visit (and from the two Leaders’ Meetings we have attended as well).   

And it felt even better to greet them in their language.  My Kabiye 

vocabulary is about as limited as it can get without being nonexistent, but 

I am able to say simple greetings and give brief responses.  When I spoke 

to an older lady before worship, addressing her with the salutation that 

denotes the respect due to a woman who has experienced many years, 

she was so pleased!  She spoke enthusiastically about me to the women 

around her.  I have no idea what her words were but they were good and 

they made me feel good. 

 

The best part of our time in worship was the song service.  Kabiye people 

(like all Africans) are very expressive in their worship, using their bodies as 

well as their voices.  This morning, while everyone was singing (and now I 

can sing along some of the time!  I recognize some of the songs, and at 

least I can join in the refrains!) I looked around the small, crowded, mud-

walled building at the people.  Their dark faces, lit up by eyes sparkling 

with joy.  Their hands raised up or brought together, clapping in rhythm.  

Their heads nodding, their feet stepping to the beat, their bodies swaying.  

What beautiful people!  How courageous they are!  How their faith was 

evident in their worship!  How God’s Spirit was surely pleased and present 

right there in that humble tin-roofed building!  How thankful I felt to be 

among them, and how thankful I felt to be thankful!  Looking around at 

them, I felt a deep satisfaction that I could identify with their faith.  We 

are brothers and sisters, and we were one, worshiping together. 

 

I saw God’s goodness in their faces.  I knew God’s Spirit in their worship.  

Right there, in a dusty one-room church building out in a village that you 

have probably never heard of before now, I found Him.  It was a good 

morning. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Prayer Requests 

 

1. Continued progress in determining mission team goals and roles. 

2. Wisdom in moving forward with leadership training. 

3. Blessings on the All-Church Kabiye retreat Easter weekend. 

4. A blessed internship for four American university students this 

summer. 

5. Thanks to God for our children’s teacher Mariah and prayers for their 

success in school, and our whole family’s language learning. 

6. Thanks for provisions to buy a truck and attend the West African 

Missionary Retreat. 

 

 

 

You can read updates on these issues on our website fivefortogo.com. 

 

 



 

 

Care Package Info 

 

Mail and items from the States are a great encouragement to us! If your 

family, class, or small group would like to send an occasional care package, 

here’s how you do it. Send a US Postal Service priority international flat 

rate box (It’s the best value at about $50) to: 

 

Ryan Richardson 

B.P. 801 

Kara, Togo 

West Africa 

 

Care Package Ideas 

 

Flinstone vitamins 

bags of coffee 

cream of wheat 

welch’s fruit snacks 

Oreos 

Rice-a-roni 

Lipton decaf family-size tea bags 

dog and cat toys or treats 

construction paper 

amazon and itunes gift cards 

Italian dressing packets 

Kid finger paints 

recent movies or tv seasons on dvd you enjoy 

 

You can pick a box up at the post office, pack it at home, and then mail it. 

You’ll have to fill out a small customs form. It usually takes about three 

weeks to arrive. Let us know when it’s on the way and we’ll keep an eye 

out for it.  

 

With all of our love, 

 

Ryan, Beth, Katie, Jonah, and Aaron Richardson 

Email: rdrmemphis@gmail.com and bethannrichardson@yahoo.com 

Web: fivefortogo.com and bethannrichardson.wordpress.com 

Video Skype call: ryanbethkatie (free) 

Or call us for free on your phone at (901) 942-8283. 

 



 

 

 


