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Bonding with the 

Team and the 

Kabiye Leaders 

We’re finally here! After 

many years of prayerful 

planning, we are living in 

Togo. Sometimes we have 

to pinch ourselves to 

realize where we are. God 

has brought us so far in 

our journey of faith to get us to this point. We know your prayers have 

made the difference, and continue to make a big difference. The next step 

in our journey is to get involved in the work. In addition to language 

learning, we are also visiting the existing churches and working with the 

leaders to find out how best to help these churches. These meetings 

require a lot of wisdom and prayer because the most important needs 

may not immediately present themselves, but it 

is extremely exciting to see these church leaders 

desire to strengthen the whole movement of 

churches. Please pray for their strength and 

faitfulness. 

 

Thoughts from Beth 

(This article is an excerpt from Beth’s blog at 

bethannrichardson.wordpress.com. Read the full article there.) 

 

This morning, we worshipped in yet another place, the village of Soumdina 

Powayi.  In contrast to the church in Sanda Te, whose wooden benches 

had been filled, the pews here, which were slabs of cement that rose up 

from the floor, were practically empty when we arrived.  After a while, a 

few people filtered in: three women, a few men, several children.  I had 

learned earlier that this is a struggling congregation, that they have dealt 

with some difficult issues, and that they are lacking strong leadership.  

Our Team and the Kabiye leaders 

Jonah and Katie playing 

with children at a local 

orphanage 



 

 

And I suppose the small numbers we saw today were a consequence of 

their trials.  But I saw sincerity in the eyes of the people.  One older lady in 

particular touched my heart.  She came in after the service had started 

and sat in the pew in front of me, and when she sat down, she turned 

around and gave me a beautiful smile, holding both hands up (this is one 

way here of showing respect when greeting someone).  Her smile grabbed 

me by the heart right away, and I took her hands in mine and smiled back.  

During the song service, I watched her, and despite her age, she moved 

right along with the best of them, doing a special step when it came time 

to present her offering (we all walk up to the front and give what we have 

to lively singing and–can I say it again??–dancing! here in Kabiyeland).  

After worship, I asked her for her name, and I will now write it as 

phonetically as I can: Karabela (isn’t that 

pretty??!!).  I found out that she is the mother of 

a man who is trying his best to lead this 

struggling congregation.  This man has a smile 

just as lovely and genuine as his mother’s and 

because of his sincerity I had noticed him right 

off at the leaders’ meeting back in September.  

The relationship between the two came as no 

surprise to me!  The church we visited today may 

not be very strong, but after worship I felt a 

special affection for them.  With their sincere 

hearts, they are holding on. I am excited to see 

what God has in store for them. 

 

In all honesty, there are many times when I ask 

myself: What on earth am I doing here??!!  What were we thinking in 

moving to this place??!!  But worshipping with the churches each week 

gives me the answer.  God, and these people, are why my family is here.  

We are here to see the exciting work that God is doing.  He has always 

been at work in my life, as I grew up and walked and lived on a continent 

far from this place.  But He’s always been at work here, too, in the lives of 

the people I am now so privileged to meet.  And I am here to see Him 

bridge the gap between my life and theirs.  I am here to see how he helps 

us all to see Him more clearly, together.  I see His work in Kpatchaa’s  

passionate prayer.  I see His work in the bright, encouraging way the 

church in Lassa Tchou is using the gifts God has given to glorify Him.  I see 

His work in the honest worship offered by the church in Sanda Te.  And I 

see His work in the genuine smiles of Karabela and her son, who are 

holding on even in the midst of struggle.  I see His work in each place, and 

I am thankful to remember that His work in my life continues, too. 

Beth and Karabela 



 

 

 

Prayer Requests 

 

1. Continued progress in determining mission team goals and roles. 

2. Unity of purpose coming out of the December 11
th

 church leaders 

meeting. 

3. Maturation and growth for all churches in Kabiyeland. 

4. Thanks to God for our children’s teacher Mariah and prayers for their 

success in school. 

5. Thanks to God for our smooth transition here. 

 

You can read updates on these issues on our website fivefortogo.com. 

 

Care Package Info 

 

Mail and items from the States are a great encouragement to us! One 

church’s home group has adopted us and wants to send care packages. If 

your family, class, or small group would like to send an occasional care 

package, here’s how you do it. Send a US Postal Service priority 

international flat rate box (It’s the best value at about $50) to: 

 

Ryan Richardson 

B.P. 801 

Kara, Togo 

West Africa 

 

Care Package Ideas 

pepperoni 

pecans 

bags of coffee 

welch’s fruit snacks 

Oreos 

hot chocolate packets 

celestial seasoning fruit teas (decaf.) 

Yankee candle samplers 

Bath and Body bodywash samplers 

adult cold medicine 

Elmer’s glue 

dog toys or treats 



 

 

wax paper 

small Crisco 

amazon and itunes gift cards 

recent movies or tv seasons on dvd you enjoy 

 

You can pick a box up at the post office, pack it at home, and then mail it. 

You’ll have to fill out a small customs form. It usually takes about three 

weeks to arrive. Let us know when it’s on the way and we’ll keep an eye 

out for it.  

 

Blessings to you during the holidays, 

 

Ryan, Beth, Katie, Jonah, and Aaron Richardson 

Email: rdrmemphis@gmail.com and bethannrichardson@yahoo.com 

Web: fivefortogo.com and bethannrichardson.wordpress.com 

Video Skype call: ryanbethkatie (free) 

Or call us for free on your phone at (901) 942-8283. 

 

 


